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Editorial 
The Federation of European Biochemical Societies, FEBS, is now 25 years old. Probably no other single 
organization or initiative has done so much to foster biochemistry and to establish scientific contacts across 
international barriers. In this Special Issue (pp.3-8), on the occasion of the 19th FEBS Meeting in Rome, 
the present Secretary-General of FEBS, Professor G. Dirheimer, illustrates the various activities of the 
Federation. 
One of the most important activities concerns publication of the FEBS Bulletin, European Journal of 
Biochemistry and, of course, FEBS Letters. The two journals together provide much of the income which 
allows FEBS to support a number of other initiatives including the sponsoring of FEBS Advanced Courses. 
FEBS Letters, now 21 years old, was created and, for 18 years, directed by Professor S.P. Datta, London. 
Ever since its inception, the goal of our journal has been the rapid publication of short, but complete and 
significant reports in biochemistry, biophysics, and molecular biology. For a detailed account of the 
launching of FEBS Letters, and its development, readers may wish to refer to recent issues (Volume 194 
(1986) v-ix, Volume 233 (1988) iii-v). 
In line with previous Special Issues, I would like to provide readers with a brief report on the progress of 
the journal, together with inviting suggestions for possible further improvements. 
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Fig. 1. Overall publication time for all communications publish- 
ed in Vols 231 - 248. (Ordinate). Number of manuscripts 
received for the above volumes; (abscissa) interval (in weeks) 
between receipt date and appearance. 
Table 1 lists the data on countries of origin for all articles published in Volumes 231-248; in addition, the 
same table provides information on the geographical distribution of subscriptions. 
Fig.1 summarizes the statistical data on the publication time, i.e., the time elapsed between the dates of 
receipt and appearance of an accepted paper (for technical reasons, rejection is generally a lengthier process; 
see FEBS Letters 233 (1988) v-vi). Our unusually short publication time (i.e. 64 days on average, which in- 
cludes reviewing, editing, type-setting, proof-reading, printing, etc.) is the result of the dedication shown by 
all of us, reviewers, editors, desk-editors and printers alike, including the authors themselves. 
This publication time is likely to become even shorter in the future. We now encourage authors to submit 
one of the copies requested in the form of a diskette. Even more importantly, most of the Editors can now 
be reached by Telefax (Telefax numbers listed on p.2 of the cover). Both of these technical innovations will 
hopefully shorten the handling time even further, an excessive proportion of which is simply due to postal 
delay. 
Nevertheless, the authors themselves can make a significant contribution to accelerating publication. In 
essence, submitting authors are requested: (1) To read carefully all items listed in the ‘Notes to Authors’ ap- 
pearing in every issue of FEBS Letters and to adhere to the recommendations as strictly as possible. (2) To 
submit their manuscript o the Editor whose fields of interest are closest o their particular area of investiga- 
tion, rather than on a geographical basis; if in doubt, consult the nearest Editor. Preferably, do not send 
the manuscript o me; if I cannot handle it myself, this will cause unavoidable delay in handling. (3) Do not 
submit to FEBS Letters weak, irrelevant or just preliminary observations. Ever since the earliest days of our 
journal the goal has been to publish essentially complete (and significant!) reports. Indeed, the most frequent 
reason why manuscripts are turned down by FEBS Letters is that they offer too small an advance in scientific 
knowledge: if you have little to say, do not try to do so through our journal. Please remember this advice, 
and if you do follow it, much of your time (and ours) will be saved. 
Combining rapid publication with quality is not a trivial task. In spite of the motivation and attention of 
all editors, undoubtedly a few weak or simply controversial papers will sometimes pass through the meshes 
of the reviewing system (this may happen in other journals as well). However, readers can help both the jour- 
nal and the authors of such papers by submitting a short comment on the articles concerned, which will be 
published along with the author’s answer, if any. In doing so, a valuable contribution to the dialogue among 
scientists will be made and also to the improvement of our journal. 
2 Wishing you success in your scientific work, 
Giorgio Semenza 
